
136

ba
nk

ar
st

vo
  4

  2
01

3

Zlatni novac - Solidus

Kovnica: Siscia (Sisak)

FLAVIJE VALERIJE 
KONSTANTIN 

(306-337)

Rezime

Najgorostasniji vladar Rimske imperije sa područja današnje Srbije Flavije 
Valerije Konstantin rođen je u Naisu (Niš) 27. februara 271. ili 273. godine 
kao dete iz konkubinatske veze Helene i Konstancija Hlora. Umro je 22. maja 
337. godine u blizini Nikomedije odakle je prenet u Konstantinopolj gde je 
sahranjen u crkvi Svetih apostola. U Rimsku imperiju uneo je mnoge napredne 
novine. Ukinuo je vojnu zaštitu i pretorijansku gardu, uveo visoke poreze, 
doneo akt o verskoj toleranciji poznat pod imenom Milanski edikt, zakon o 
kažnjavanju svih koji primoravaju pripadnike druge vere na paganske običaje i 
zakon o ukidanju gladijatorskih igara. Na novčićima Konstatin je prikazan kao 
cezar II Tetrarhije izjednačen sa Herkulom, III Tetrarhije sa Marsom, a u vreme 
samostalne vladavine najčešće sa Solom. Njegovi portreti na kovanicama dati 
su najčešće u helenističkom maniru. Lice je mladoliko, snažno, sa pogledom 
uprtim naviše. Na reversima novca prikazan je car velike snage i veličine koji 
trijumfuje nad umanjenim i podređenim neprijateljem.

Ključne reči: Rimska imperija, Nais, konkubinat, Helena, Konstancije Hlor, 
tetrarhija, Dioklecijan, Maksimijan, cezar, Galerije, Konstancije, Nikomedija, 
verska tolerancija, Milanski edikt, kovanice
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FLAVIUS VALERIUS 
CONSTANTINUS 

(306-337)

Summary

The giant among the rulers of the Roman Empire originating from the regions 
of today’s Serbia was born in Nais (today’s city of Niš) on 27 February 271 or 
273 A.D, in a concubinage of Helena and Constantius Chlorus.Constantine 
died on 22 May 337, near Nicomedia, after which he was transported to 
Constantinople, where he was buried in the Church of the Holy Apostles. He 
introduced many advanced innovations into the Roman Empire. He abolished 
military protection and dissolved Praetorian Guard; imposed high taxes; 
passed an act on religious tolerance known as the Edict of Milan; adopted a 
law on punishing all those who force the followers of other religions to practice 
paganism, and the law on abolishing gladiatorial games. On the coins, as the 
Caesar of the second Tetrarchy, Constantine is identified with Hercules, as the 
Caesar of the third Tetrarchy, with Mars, and during his independent reign, 
most frequently with Sol. Constantine’s portrait on the coins is usually done 
in the Hellenistic fashion. The face is youthful, strong, gazing upwards. The 
reverse of these coins features the Emperor of great might and size, triumphing 
over the miniature and subordinated enemy.

Keywords: Roman Empire, Nais, concubinage, Helena, Constantius Chlorus, 
Tetrarchy, Diocletian, Maximian, Caesar, Galerius and Constantius, Nicomedia, 
religious tolerance, Edict of Milan, coins
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Najgorostasniji vladar Rimske imperije sa područja današnje Srbije rođen je 
u Naisu (Niš) 27. februara 271. ili 273. godine kao dete iz konkubinatske 

veze Helene i Konstancija Hlora. Nakon reformi u carstvu kada je uvedeno 
četvorovlašće - tetrarhija sa dva avgusta: Dioklecijanom i Maksimijanom i 
dva cezara: Galerijem i Konstancijem, Konstantin odlazi na dvor Dioklecijana 
u Nikomediji da se uči vojnim i državnim poslovima. U očev dvor vratiće se 
305. godine nakon uspostavljanja druge tetrarhije kada umesto 
Dioklecijana i Maksimijana avgusti postaju Konstancije i 
Galerije. U pohodu protiv škotskih plemena koji su 
napadali rimsku granicu pomaže ocu koji umire 306. 
godine u Eburakumu (Jork, Engleska).

Konstantin se jednostrano proglašava za avgusta 
i traži od Galerija da ga prizna za savladara što 
ovaj i čini šaljući mu purpurni ogrtač, ali ne 
prihvatajući to, iskreno smišlja osvetu koju i 
ostvaruje. Konstantina priznaje samo za cezara, a 
Severa proglašava novim avgustom. Ubrzo cezar 
Konstantin počinje da sređuje prilike na području 
koja su se nalazila pod njegovom upravom. Među 
prvim i najznačajnijim odlukama je ukidanje edikta o 
progonu hrišćana i vraćanje njihovih prava i imovine.

U trećoj tetrarhiji 308. godine za cezare su izabrani 
Konstantin i Maksimin Daja, a za avguste Galerije i 
Licinije. Ovakav izbor izazvao je nezadovoljstvo kod 
mnogih: Konstantin nije prihvatio ovakav sporazum, 
a Maksimin Daja se samostalno proglasio avgustom. 
Galeriju nije preostalo ništa drugo nego da se 310. 
godine petorica proglase za avgusta: Galerije, Licinije, 
Maksimin Daja i Konstanstin, dok Maksencije nije dobio 
zvanično priznanje. Kao i do tada i nakon izbora za avgusta 
Konstantin se suočavao sa brojnim zaverama i spletkama. Tako 
je došlo i do sukoba sa Maksencijem kod Milvijskog mosta 312. godine. 
Iako brojčano slabija, disciplinovanija vojska pod vođstvom sjajnog teoretičara 
i vojskovođe Konstantina uspešno je ušla u Rim. Konstantin je dočekan kao 
oslobodilac i dobročinitelj. U život Rimljana uneo je mnoge novine: ukinuo 
vojnu zaštitu i pretorijansku gardu, uveo visoke poreze i dr. Senat mu je 
dodelio titulu Maximus Augustus.

Konstantinova vizija, Đan Lorenco Bernini, 1654-70.
The Vision of Constantine, Gian Lorenzo Bernini, 1654-70



The giant among the rulers of the Roman Empire originating from 
the regions of today’s Serbia was born in Nais (today’s 

city of Niš) on 27 February 271 or 273 A.D, in a concubinage 
of Helena and Constantius Chlorus. Following the reforms 
introducing Tetrarchy in the Empire – with two Augusti: 
Diocletian and Maximian, and two Caesars: Galerius and 
Constantius, Constantine went to Diocletian’s court 
in Nicomedia to master the military and 
diplomatic skills. He returned to his father’s 
court in 305, after the establishment of the 
second Tetrarchy, when Constantius and 
Galerius replaced Diocletian and 
Maximian in their positions of Augusti. In 
a quest against the Scottish tribes attacking 
the Roman borders, he assisted his father, 
who died in 306 in Eburacum (York, 
England).

Constantine unilaterally declared himself Augustus, asking 
from Galerius to recognize him as his co-ruler, which Galerius did, by 
sending him the purple cloak, but without actually accepting this, all 
the while successfully plotting against Constantine. He recognized 
Constantine only as Caesar, appointing Severus as the new Augustus. 
Soon enough, Caesar Constantine started to introduce regulations in the 
regions under his reign. Among the first and most important decisions 
he made was the abolishment of Edict on Persecution of Christians, and 
restitution of their rights and property.

In the third Tetrarchy, in 308, Constantine and Maximinus Daia were 
appointed Caesars, and Galerius and Licinius Augusti. Such a selection 
caused dissatisfaction on many sides: Constantine did not accept this 
agreement, whereas Maximinus Daia unilaterally declared himself 
Augustus. In 310, Galerius was left no other choice but to appoint 
the five of them as Augusti: Galerius, Licinius, Maximinus Daia and 
Constantine, whereas Maxentius did not receive official recognition. 
Both before and after his appointment as Augustus, Constantine was 
facing numerous conspiracies and schemes. It was what led to the 
battle with Maxentius at the Milvian Bridge in 312. Outnumbered, but 
better disciplined army, led by the excellent strategist and commander 
Constantine, successfully entered Rome. Constantine was welcomed as 
liberator and benefactor. He introduced many novelties into the lives of 
Romans: abolished military protection and dissolved Praetorian Guard, 
imposed high taxes, etc. The Senate awarded him the title of Maximus 
Augustus.



U Rimskom carstvu 313. godine bila su trojica careva: 
Konstantin, Licinije i Maksimin Daja. Oni su se te godine 

sastali u Mediolanumu (Milano, Italija). Tom prilikom 
Konstantin i Licinije su usvojili akt o verskoj toleranciji 
poznat pod imenom Milanski edikt. Nakon sukoba 
kod Hadrijanopolja (Jedrene, Turska) između 
Maksimina Daje i Licinija, poraženi Daja je 
izvršio samoubistvo. Iako je sada carstvo bilo 
podeljeno samo na dva dela: Konstantinovo 
zapadno i Licinijevo istočno, mira nije bilo. Dok je 
Konstantin uvodio verski red, Licinije se sve više 
priklanjao paganstvu, kažnjavajući hrišćane na 
razne načine. Zbog toga je Konstantin organizovao 
Veliki sabor 314. godine u Arelatu (Arl, Francuska) 
na kome su podržani hrišćani. Dva cara su sve 
izražajniji sukob pretočili i u vojni. Bitka se odigrala 
nedaleko od Sirmijuma (Sremska Mitrovica, Srbija) 
316. godine. Licinije je bio poražen i morao je da se 
povuče. Nakon novog sukoba u Bugarskoj, sklopili su 
mir 317. godine u Serdiki (Sofija, Bugarska) proglasivši 
svoje sinove za cezare: Konstantin Krispa i Konstantina 
II, a Licinije maloletnog Licinija II.

Mir je kratko trajao, te dolazi do ponovnog sukoba 
zbog Licinijeve agresije prema hrišćanima. Konstantin 
izdaje 323. godine zakon o kažnjavanju svih koji primoravaju 
pripadnike druge vere na paganske običaje. Novi rat sa Licinijem 
traje tri godine da bi 324. godine Konstantin ušao kao pobednik u 
Vizant. Od te godine on je jedini vladar Rimskog carstva. Licinije 
beži u Nikomediju gde je nakon godinu dana zajedno sa sinom 
ubijen pod optužbom da je protiv Konstantina spremao ustanak.

Prvi vaseljenski sabor u Nikeji održan je 325. godine, na kome 
Konstantin donosi Zakon o ukidanju gladijatorskih igara. Od 324. 
do 335. godine prenosi postepeno vlast na svoje sinove. Konstantin 
II je ranije (317. god.) dobio titulu cezara i upravljao je Galijom, 
Britanijom i Španijom. Konstancije II poslat je u Antiohiju odakle 
je upravljao Azijom i Egiptom, a Konstans I Afrikom, Italijom i 
Panonijom iz Milana. Svog bratanca Dalmacija takođe je proglasio 
cezarom da bi iz Niša nadgledao granicu na Dunavu. Konstantin 
umire 22. maja 337. godine u blizini Nikomedije odakle je u 
zlatnom kovčegu prenet u Konstantinopolj gde je sahranjen u 
Crkvi Svetih apostola.

Konstantinov luk, Rim

Arch of Constantine, 
Rome



Konstantinov luk, Rim

Arch of Constantine, 
Rome

The Roman Empire was in 313 ruled by three Emperors: 
Constantine, Licinius and Maximinus Daia. That year they 

met in Mediolanum (Milan, Italy), on which occasion Constantine 
and Licinius adopted an act on religious tolerance, known as Edict 
of Milan. After the battle at Adrianople (Edirne, Turkey) between 
Maximinus Daia and Licinius, the defeated Daia committed 
suicide. Although the Empire was now divided into two parts 
only: the Constantine’s West and the Licinius’s East, there was no 
peace. While Constantine was introducing religious order, Licinius 
increasingly leaned towards paganism, punishing the Christians 
in various ways. This is why in 314 Constantine organized the 
Great Synod of Arelate (Arles, France), when Christians were 
largely supported. The increasingly prominent conflict of the 
two Emperors finally escalated into war. The battle took place 
near Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia) in 316. Licinius was 
defeated and had to retreat. After another battle in Bulgaria, they 
made peace in 317 in Serdica (Sofia, Bulgaria), declaring their sons 

as Caesars: Constantine his sons Crispus and Constantine 
II, and Licinius his underage son Licinius II.

The peace, however, did not last long, and a new 
conflict ensued due to Licinius’s aggression towards 
the Christians. In 323 Constantine passed a law 
on punishing all those who force the followers of 

other religions to practice paganism. The new 
war against Licinius lasted three years, after 
which, in 324, Constantine victoriously entered 

Byzantium. From that year onwards, he was the 
sole ruler of the Roman Empire. Licinius fled to 

Nicomedia where, a year after, he was assassinated 
together with his son, under the accusation that he had 
been plotting to start an uprising against Constantine.

The first Ecumenical Council in Nicaea was 
held in 325, when Constantine passed the Law on 
abolishing gladiatorial games. In the period from 324 

to 335 he gradually transferred the power onto his sons. 
Earlier (in 317) Constantine II was awarded the title of Caesar and 
ruled over Gaul, Britannia and Hispania. Constantius II was sent 
to Antioch, from where he ruled over Asia and Egypt, whereas 
Constans I ruled over Africa, Italy and Pannonia from Milan. 
Constantine also appointed his nephew Dalmatius a Caesar, 
so that from Nais he could supervise the border at the Danube. 
Constantine died on 22 May 337, near Nicomedia, after which he 
was transported in a golden coffin to Constantinople, where he 
was buried in the Church of the Holy Apostles.



Rimljani nisu imali jedinstven monetarni sistem, 
novac je kovan na raznim stranama, nije postojao 

centralizovan trezor i bilo je svega i svačega u tom 
ogromnom carstvu koje se protezalo od Britanije do 
Mesopotamije. U Konstantinovo vreme uveden je čvrst 
i jedinstven monetarni sistem, koji je bio tako dobro 
postavljen da se punih sedam vekova nije znalo šta je 
inflacija. Bilo je nekih inflatornih udara, ali tek u 11. veku 
počinje izvesno opadanje… (Popović, 2013)

Najpoznatija novčanica iz Konstantinovog vremena je 
zlatni solidus. „Između 309. i 310. godine Konstantin je 
iskovao zlatnik solidus čija je težina iznosila 4,55 grama 
(proizašla iz zakonske kovničke stope od 72 komada iz 
jedne litre zlata od 324,72 grama) sa finoćom kovanja od 
98% (Morison, 2007)“ (Stojanović, 2013: 38).

Na novčićima Konstantin se kao cezar II Tetrarhije 
izjednačava sa Herkulom, III Tetrarhije sa Marsom, a 
u vreme samostalne vladavine najčešće sa Solom. Na 
nekim primercima na aversima je prikazan Konstantin 
zajedno sa Solom, dok je najčešće na aversu Konstantin 
a na reversu Sol.

Konstantinov portret na kovanicama dat je najčešće 
u helenističkom maniru, kao što se uočava sličnost i sa 
prikazima Aleksandra Makedonskog. Lice je mladoliko, 
snažno, sa pogledom uprtim naviše. Na reversima ovog 
novca prikazan je car velike snage i veličine koji trijumfuje 
nad umanjenim i podređenim neprijateljem.

Iz doba Konstantina postoje i zlatnici sa likom njegove 
majke Helene.

Freska Bitka na Milvijanskom mostu, 
Konstantinov hol, Rafaelove sobe, Vatikan
Fresco painting Battle of the Milvian Bridge, Hall 
of Constantine, Raphaelo's Rooms, Vatican

Uoči bitke kod Milvijanskog 
mosta Konstantinu i njegovim 

vojnicima na nebu, pored sunca, 
ukazao se svetlosni znak u obliku 
krsta sa rečima: „u ovom znaku 
ćeš pobediti“ (IN HOC SIGNO 
VINCES). Ovaj Hristov monogram 
izvezen na vojničkoj zastavi nosili su 
Konstantinovi vojnici u bitci protiv 

Meksencija, a i Konstantin na svom šlemu.

The night before the Battle of the 
Milvian Bridge, Constantine had a 

vision of a cross of light in the sky, with 
the inscription: “in this sign thou shall 
conquer” (IN HOC SIGNO VINCES). 
This Christogram was embroidered on the 
banner carried by Constantine’s soldiers 
in the battle against Mexentius, and 
Constantine himself bore it on his helmet.



Helena, majka Konstantina Velikog
Helena, mother of Constantine the Great

The Romans did not have a uniform monetary system. Instead, coins were 
minted in various places, there was no centralized treasury, and all kinds of 

things were happening in this vast empire ranging from Britannia to Mesopotamia. 
During Constantine’s reign a solid and uniform monetary system was introduced, 
which was so well founded that for the following seven centuries there was no 
mention of inflation. There were some inflationary pressures, indeed, but it was not 
until the 11th century that certain deterioration was felt… (Popović, 2013).

The most famous coin from the age of Constantine is a gold solidus. “Between 309 
and 313 A.D. Emperor Constantine minted a gold solidus coin weighing 4.55 grams 
(resulting from the legally prescribed minting rate of 72 pieces from one pound of 
gold of 324.72 grams), with the minting finesse of 98% /Morrison, 2007/.” (Stojanović, 
2013: 38).

On the coins, as the Caesar of the second Tetrarchy, Constantine is identified with 
Hercules, as the Caesar of the third Tetrarchy, with Mars, and during his independent 
reign, most frequently with Sol. In some samples, the obverse depicts both Constantine 
and Sol, but most often the obverse features only Constantine, and the reverse Sol.

Constantine’s portrait on the coins is usually done in the Hellenistic fashion, 
certain similarity being observed with the depictions of Alexander the Great. The face 
is youthful, strong, gazing upwards. The reverse of these coins features the Emperor 
of great might and size, triumphing over the miniature and subordinated enemy.

From the times of Constantine there are also gold coins bearing the image of his 
mother Helena.



Pošto smo se nas dvojica, ja, Konstantin 
avgust i ja, Licinije avgust, srećno sastali 
u milanu i pošto smo razmotrili sve što 
se odnosilo na javno dobro, među svim 
stvarima koje su nam se činile korisne 
u mnogo čemu za sve, odlučili smo da 
damo prednost i stavimo na prvo mesto 
ono što se ticalo poštovanja bogova i 
pobožnosti i da dozvolimo u isto vreme 
i hrišćanima i svima drugima slobodu 
da u pobožnosti slede religiju koju žele, 
tako da sve ono što na nebu postoji 
bude blagonaklono prema nama i svima 
onima koji su pod našom vlašću. Danas 
smo, dakle, doneli spasonosnu i pravičnu 
odluku da apsolutno nikome ne bude 
uskraćeno pravo da izabere i sledi božju 
službu hrišćanske religije i da svakom bude 
slobodno da um svoj okrene onoj religiji 
za koju smatra da je u skladu sa njegovim 
stavom, tako da to božanstvo nama bude 
blagonaklono, brine o nama i pruži nam 
svoju brigu i zaštitu. Sledeći taj princip, 
složili smo se da donesemo ovaj reskript 
da bi ono što se nalazi u našim prethodnim 
odlukama koje se tiču hrišćana i koje 
su upućene tvojoj pobožnosti, a čini se 
potpuno suprotno i strano našoj blagosti, 
bude ukinuto i da u isto vreme svako od 
onih ko ima spomenuto opredeljenje da 
čuva hrišćansku religiju, može slobodno i 
prosto da ga zadrži bez teškoća...

Cum feliciter tam ego [quam] 
Constantinus Augustus quam 
etiam ego Licinius Augustus apud 
Mediolanum cinvenissemus atque 
universa quae ad commoda et 
securitatem publicam pertinerent, 
in tractatu haberemus, haec inter 
cetera quae videbamus pluribus 
hominibus profutura, vel in 
primis ordinanda esse credidimus, 
quibus divinitatis reverentia 
continebatur, ut daremus et 
Christianis et omnibus liberam 
potestatem sequendi religionem 
quam quisque voluisset, quod 
quicquid <est> divinitatis in sede 
caelesti. Nobis atque omnibus 
qui sub potestate nostra sunt 
constituti, placatum ac propitium 
possit existere. Itaque hoc 
consilium salubri ac reticissi ma 
ratione ineundum esse credidimus, 
ut nulli omnino facultatem 
abnegendam putaremus, qui vel 
observationi Christianorum 
vel ei religioni mentem suam 
dederet quam ipse sibi aptissimam 
esse sentiret, ut possit nobis 
summa divinitas, cuius religioni 
liberis mentibus obsequimur, in 
omnibus solitum favorem suum 
benivolentiamque praestare. Quare 
scire dicationem tuam convenit 
placuisse nobis, ut amotis omnibus 
omnino condicionibus quae prius 
scriptis ad officium tuum datis 
super Christianorum nomine 
<continebantur, et quae prorsus 
sinistra et a nostra clementia aliena 
esse> videbantur, <ea removeantur...
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Cum feliciter tam ego [quam] 
Constantinus Augustus quam 
etiam ego Licinius Augustus apud 
Mediolanum cinvenissemus atque 
universa quae ad commoda et 
securitatem publicam pertinerent, 
in tractatu haberemus, haec inter 
cetera quae videbamus pluribus 
hominibus profutura, vel in 
primis ordinanda esse credidimus, 
quibus divinitatis reverentia 
continebatur, ut daremus et 
Christianis et omnibus liberam 
potestatem sequendi religionem 
quam quisque voluisset, quod 
quicquid <est> divinitatis in sede 
caelesti. Nobis atque omnibus 
qui sub potestate nostra sunt 
constituti, placatum ac propitium 
possit existere. Itaque hoc 
consilium salubri ac reticissi ma 
ratione ineundum esse credidimus, 
ut nulli omnino facultatem 
abnegendam putaremus, qui vel 
observationi Christianorum 
vel ei religioni mentem suam 
dederet quam ipse sibi aptissimam 
esse sentiret, ut possit nobis 
summa divinitas, cuius religioni 
liberis mentibus obsequimur, in 
omnibus solitum favorem suum 
benivolentiamque praestare. Quare 
scire dicationem tuam convenit 
placuisse nobis, ut amotis omnibus 
omnino condicionibus quae prius 
scriptis ad officium tuum datis 
super Christianorum nomine 
<continebantur, et quae prorsus 
sinistra et a nostra clementia aliena 
esse> videbantur, <ea removeantur...

When I, Constantine Augustus, as well as I, Licinius 
Augustus, had fortunately met near Mediolanum 
(Milan), and were considering everything that 
pertained to the public welfare and security, we 
thought that, among other things which we saw 
would be for the good of many, those regulations 
pertaining to the reverence of the Divinity ought 
certainly to be made first, so that we might 
grant to the Christians and to all others full 
authority to observe that religion which each 
preferred  ; whence any Divinity whatsoever in 
the seat of the heavens may be propitious and 
kindly disposed to us and all who are placed 
under our rule. And thus by this wholesome 
counsel and most upright provision we thought 
to arrange that no one whatsoever should be 
denied the opportunity to give his heart to the 
observance of the Christian religion, or of that 
religion which he should think best for himself, 
so that the Supreme Deity, to whose worship we 
freely yield our hearts, may show in all things 
His usual favor and benevolence. Therefore, your 
Worship should know that it has pleased us to 
remove all conditions whatsoever, which were 
in the rescripts formerly given to you officially, 
concerning the Christians, and now any one 
of these who wishes to observe the Christian 
religion may do so freely and openly, without any 
disturbance or molestation. We thought it fit to 
commend these things most fully to your care 
that you may know that we have given to those 
Christians free and unrestricted opportunity of 
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